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EDUCATION — BURNS BEACH — SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
Grievance 

MR M.J. FOLKARD (Burns Beach) [9.40 am]: I rise today with a grievance for the Minister for Education and 
Training. I thank the Minister for Tourism for taking my grievance on behalf of the Minister for Education and 
Training, which relates to secondary education options in the Burns Beach electorate. This grievance will not 
be news to the minister because it is something that I have raised previously on behalf of my community. Families 
in the Burns Beach electorate want great education outcomes. There are three public secondary schools in the 
Burns Beach electorate. They are Clarkson Community High School, Kinross College and Mindarie Senior College. 
Clarkson Community High School opened in 1996 and caters for students from years 7 to 12. Kinross College opened 
in 2002 and caters for students in years 7 to 10. Mindarie Senior College opened in 2003 and takes in students for 
just years 11 and 12. Kinross College and the Mindarie Senior College share the local intake area, so many students 
from Kinross College move on to Mindarie Senior College for years 11 and 12. Kinross College and Mindarie Senior 
College were established at a time when there was interest in the middle schooling model of education, whereby 
students attend different schools for the latter part of their secondary schooling. The idea of this model is to cater 
for the education needs of adolescents. The middle school model is no longer considered best practice. Research now 
shows that the more transition points in a student’s education, the greater the likelihood of their disengagement from 
schooling. A handful of schools in WA still have this model, including Kinross College and Mindarie Senior College. 
Since I was elected in 2017, I have heard from many parents that they would like their child to attend one school 
for the duration of their secondary education and have the opportunity to choose from a wide range of ATAR subjects 
or VET courses in their senior years. For many years now I have advocated strongly on behalf of my community 
for improvements in secondary education in our local schools. At the 2017 election, I committed to an investment 
of $2.5 million at Kinross College, and I am pleased to see that those works have now been completed. But I know 
more needs to be done in education and secondary schools. Recently, I met with the principals, P&Cs and boards 
of three schools to ask for their views on the current secondary options in my area and what they think could be 
improved. Throughout those conversations, a common theme emerged. Repeatedly, I heard, “Why are our kids 
required to go to two senior schools when everyone else has to go to only one? This means more disruption for 
our children which means poorer education outcomes.” 
The Kinross College community has for a long time engaged in a campaign to expand the school to offer years 11 and 
12. I have been contacted by parents, carers and students about this matter for the last four years, continuously. For those 
students, Kinross College is a familiar school, where they know their teachers and they have established friendships. 
For students already facing the daunting prospect of their final two years of school, moving school is a big ask. 
The Liberal Party is trying to make out that I have broken a promise to the Kinross community. That is not the 
case. I have always said that Kinross College needs to be transformed over time to ensure the best secondary 
education outcomes for our local kids. What is the Liberal Party plan? The Liberal Party candidate for Burns Beach 
seems to have forgotten that changes to Kinross College will affect other schools in the electorate. In 2016, the former 
Minister for Education, Hon Peter Collier, MLC, acknowledged in the other place that enrolments in Mindarie Senior 
College and Clarkson Community High School would decrease if Kinross College went to year 12. I note that in 
the same response he acknowledged that the model of education at Kinross College and Mindarie Senior College 
was flawed. The Liberal government had eight years to do something about this, but it chose to do nothing. Its then 
local member was a minister of the former government and a past board member of Kinross College, yet he did 
nothing to support local students. Now, with an election rolling up, the Liberal Party has decided that it is time to 
listen to the community. Where has it been for the past eight years? I have listened and advocated tirelessly for the 
past four years and will continue to do so. I have a plan to ensure that everyone gets their say and on how secondary 
education in Burns Beach can be the best that it can be. 
I note that recently the Department of Education commenced community consultation in Cannington and Maddington, 
areas in which the model of education is similar to the one in my electorate. I understand that this consultation allows 
students, parents, school staff, and other interested parties and members to provide feedback. I believe that parents in 
my electorate want the same opportunity to provide feedback on the current education options in our area and want 
to look at how we can improve things for the future. Such consultation would give my community an opportunity to 
start a conversation. I know that my local schools would be keen to be part of this discussion and to share their views. 
I have started a petition asking the minister to launch community consultation. I have already received great feedback 
from the local community with over 200 signatures on a petition that has been going for only the last week or so. 
I look forward to presenting that petition to Parliament in the very near future. I now ask the Minister for Education 
and Training to launch a community consultation process in Burns Beach to get the community’s view on how we 
can improve secondary education in the electorate. 
MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Tourism) [9.47 am]: I rise on behalf of the Minister for Education 
and Training to thank the member for Burns Beach for his grievance. I acknowledge his strong commitment to 
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students in his electorate and the clearly significant impact that he has had on the minister, because he has definitely 
got her attention. I will refer to the minister’s response to his grievance. 

The member has raised a very important issue about secondary education outcomes for student in his electorate. It 
is a matter that his community is very passionate about and the minister knows that he has been advocating on behalf 
of his community on this matter for some time. She also knows that the member is committed to ensuring the best 
outcomes for his local students and notes that a $2.5 million upgrade to Kinross College, an election commitment the 
member made in 2017, has now been completed. I am sure that local students are enjoying their upgraded facilities. 

The minister recognises that the secondary education arrangements in Burns Beach are different from what we see 
in most other schools around WA. There is only one public secondary school in the electorate that offers years 7 
to 12 at the one school. As the member outlined, Kinross College and Mindarie Senior College were established 
when there was a view that middle school would allow targeted education outcomes for adolescent students. The 
idea was that middle school teachers would be able to cater to the particular needs of that age group and that older 
students would benefit from a senior school environment. However, as the member indicated, research now shows 
that students face a high risk of disengagement from their schooling when there are more transition points in their 
education. Now, the Department of Education’s preferred model for secondary school is, where possible, to provide 
students with a seamless year 7 to 12 education at a single school. 

As the member outlined, there is a host of other reasons that students want to remain at the same school for their 
secondary education, including familiarity with the school and teachers, and to maintain existing friendships. Given 
the number of public secondary school students living in the Burns Beach electorate, any changes to the current 
system would have flow-on effects on other schools, as the member identified. Before any changes are considered 
there would need to be close consultation with the community. The member has also noted that that is an essential 
element of any pathway forward.  

Consultations with school communities are not new in Western Australia. Under the previous government, the 
former Minister for Education, Hon Peter Collier, MLC, oversaw consultations in Kalgoorlie, Fremantle, Mandurah, 
Armadale and Geraldton. As the member has identified, a consultation process was recently undertaken in Cannington 
and Maddington. The minister has advised that she has asked her department to provide information on secondary 
schooling in Burns Beach and to investigate options for improvement. She acknowledges the significant community 
support for a consultation process and is considering that request at the moment. 
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